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BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO OUR  
FREE MOVIE MATINÉE  

COMPLETE WITH REFRESHMENTS.

As one of the youngest Planned Parenthood 
clinic directors in the nation, Abby Johnson was 
involved in upwards of 22,000 abortions and 
counseled countless women on their reproductive 
choices. Her passion surrounding a woman’s right 
to choose led her to become a spokesperson for 
Planned Parenthood, fighting to enact legislation 
for the cause she so deeply believed in, until the 
day she saw something that changed everything.

D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R
Ukulele Jam  - Thursday, September 5 and 19,  
1:00 p.m. in Choir Room. Come and sing along! 

Worship & Music Meeting - Thursday,  
September 26, 11:00 a.m. in Michele’s Office

Choir Begins - Thursday, October 10, 9:00 a.m. 
in the Choir Room

The Ladies Bible Study 
will continue studying 
the book of Matthew. 
Books are available in 
the Resource Center. 
Meetings will continue 
every Monday morning 
at 9:30 a.m. in Michele 
Southerland’s office.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
BEGINS AGAIN

Join us every Sunday after the worship  
service for coffee, food and fellowship 
beginning Sunday, September 15th.



SEARCH COMMITTEE
UPDATE

Though the Search Committee was officially 
disbanded coincident with the calling of our new 
pastor, I thought it might be helpful to provide a 
timeline for what should be happening. Pastor Cliff 
Mansley was called at a congregational meeting.  
He was unanimously called by all people voting. He 
has accepted our call. He will be preaching his last 
sermon in Kansas City on September 8th.

Cliff and Jane have bought a house in the Marley Park 
area of Surprise. I think they felt they were not old 
enough to live in one of our retirement communities.  
The good news is as they meet and make new friends 
and neighbors, they can invite these millennials to 
our church. They were able to get the house at less 
than the offering price and it will be newly painted 
for them at no cost to them

They plan to load up the truck and drive out here 
right after the 8th. I counseled them not to bring a lot 
of their stuff as they can get really good stuff at estate 
sales for less than it would cost to move it. They 
expect to arrive here the second week of September, 
take occupancy of their new house and get organized 
before September 22nd. On that date Pastor Cliff 
will preach his first sermon. He will actually start 
work the week before that. The actual date depends 
on how long the move-in takes, possibly as early as 
the 17th of September.

He will have to go before the October Presbytery 
Meeting which takes place October 3rd & 4th at 
Desert Hills in Scottsdale. I hope to have a guest 
preacher for our regular service on October 6th.  
Following that service, we will have an installation 
service, followed by a light lunch. If you plan to 
be in town, be sure to mark your calendar to attend 
what is a significant milestone in the history of Grace 
Community Church. This is an opportunity to invite 
guests and friends. Let’s fill up the sanctuary.

Please continue to pray for Pastor Cliff and Jane as 
they move into a new chapter in their lives. It is just 
amazing how God has worked this all out.

BY NED DAVIS
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You Are Cordially Invited To The 

 

for our new Pastor  
Reverend Cliff Mansley

Sunday, October 6, 2019, 10 a.m.

Reception following service.



SERVING AS AN 
ELDER OR DEACON
As we await the arrival of Fall, it is time in our 
church life to think about ways we as individuals 
can serve our Lord by being involved. God has 
given each of us spiritual gifts, talents, skills, and 
experiences that we can use to serve wholeheartedly 
behind the scenes or in the forefront. Serving as a 
ruling elder or deacon is always a blessing to you 
and those you serve.

Jesus once said: “I needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you looked after me…Whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:36, 40) 
Being a deacon can be accomplished it many ways. 
You do not have to be physically active. The “work” 
can be done from your own home:  offering prayers 
for individuals and their needs, making phone calls, 
sending encouraging emails or cards. Just taking the 
time before or after the church service to catch up 
with someone and making sure they have no special 
needs is so helpful, too.

Serving as an elder requires a bit more spiritual/
physical involvement. Elders are involved in 
overseeing the spiritual health of the church through 
Bible Studies and supporting and encouraging the 
pastor, making sure the financial strength of the 
church is sound, overseeing the maintenance of the 
church building and participating in the outreach of 
the church to our own community and local missions 
plus supporting missionaries throughout the world.

Please prayerfully consider serving Grace 
Community Church in one of these offices. Let the 
Nominating Committee know of your interest by 
calling the church office or Jan Evans.

EPC - PRESBYTERY OF THE WEST  
WOMEN’S NETWORK

HELLO & GOODBYE 
CROSSING RIVERS OF CHANGE 

Thursday, October 3, 2019
8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Life can seem like one long goodbye. 
For a variety of reasons, we let go of 
people, situations, spouses, children, jobs, 
communities, and even our health. Facing 
the unknown can be hard. Engaging a new 
life is challenging and sometimes resisted 
altogether. But Christians have this hope: 
God himself carries us across rivers of change 
and plants us on the other side. Of course, 
the ultimate goodbye and hello occurs when 
Jesus takes us from our earthly life to our 
new one in heaven. Until that day, we rest in 
the arms of Jesus who carries us from here to 
there, from one place to another.

Presented by TE Sharon Beekmann
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church

34605 N. Scottsdale Road  
Scottsdale, AZ   •  480.488.3384

Registration: 8:30- 9:00 a.m.

Meeting: 9:00 a.m. to Noon  
 presentations and small  
 group discussions

Lunch: Noon to 1 p.m.

Questions: Contact Coleen Street  
 clstreet@outlook.com

There is no cost for this event.

We would like to get a group  
together from our church to attend.  
Please add your name to the sign up 
sheet in the resource center if you 

would like to join us.

There will be a brief Congregational Meeting after the 
worship service on Sunday, September 8. We will be 
electing 3 Members At-Large for the 2019 Nominating 
Committee. They will serve with 2 Ruling Elders who 
are appointed by Session. Please plan to attend.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: 



16165 West Mountain View Blvd., Surprise, Arizona  85374
Phone: 623-975-9038  •  Fax: 623-537-5565  •  gcc-epc.com
grace@gcc-epc.com
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10:00 AM
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St. Vincent de Paul

Worship  
Service  
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Congregational 

Meeting  
Following  
Service

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM 
Last Sunday for  
Interim Pastor  
Dr. Dick Gates

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM
First Sunday for  
Our New Pastor  

Cliff Mansley

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM

Men’s  
Breakfast at  

Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM

Labor Day 
(office closed)

Women’s  
Bible Study 

9:30 AM

Men’s  
Bible Study 

8:00 AM
Women’s  

Bible Study 
9:30 AM

Women’s  
Bible Study 

9:30 AM

Women’s  
Bible Study 

9:30 AM

Prayer  
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8:45 AM
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Gathering 
8:45 AM
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10:00 AM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM

Session  
Meeting 

10:00 AM 

Deacon  
Meeting 

11:00 AM

 Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM

Movie Matinée 
Unplanned 

3:00 PM

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM

Worship & Music 
Meeting  

11:00 AM

Pastor Dick  
& Judie Gates 

Farewell Party 
5:00 PM



I cringe every time I hear it. 
 “It’s so sad … he’s just gone.” 
 “She’s not herself – it’s not her anymore.” 
 “He’s totally not there.” 
 “She’s checked out – who she was is lost forever.”

These kinds of comments are painfully common when 
people talk about a loved one who has dementia. The 
speaker feels that the person living with Alzheimer’s 
disease or other dementia is “gone,” no longer living in 
the-land-of-the-rest-of-us.  But is that true?

HARD CHANGES
Your loved one who now has Alzheimer’s or dementia is 
changed, no doubt about it. They are not the same person 
they were a year ago. Then again, I’m certainly not the 
same person I was in my 30s, and you’re not the same 
person you were when you were a toddler or teenager.
Of course, I know we’re talking about a very different 
kind of change with dementia. It’s not a healthy change, 
in the sense of growing and evolving into someone more 
mature or experienced, like a child growing into an adult. 
Dementia’s kind of change is caused by a relentless 
disease, the person won’t grow out of it, and it’s difficult 
and painful to witness.
But the person you love is not gone. That person remains 
a living, breathing human being. Dementia does not erase 
identity. It changes it.

DO MEMORIES EQUAL IDENTITY?
A common belief is that memories make us who we are. 
Well, yes and no. Memories are important, but I don’t 

think they exclusively define who we are. Your memories 
of the Grand Canyon are not themselves your experience 
of the Grand Canyon.
We’ve all been shaped by what we’ve experienced, even 
though none of us remembers everything that influenced 
us. Even if your father doesn’t remember who you are, 
your relationship is still part of what shaped you both. 
And it continues to shape you. You are his child; he is 
your father. That reality has not changed even if it cannot 
be articulated verbally or accessed mentally.

WHO SETS THE RULES?
It’s easy to get stuck in relating to people only 
through shared memories. Those are the touchstones 
we’re comfortable with, and we become profoundly 
uncomfortable when that relational pathway is removed.
I want to gently point out that this discomfort says more 
about you than about the person with dementia. You 
want the person to relate to you as you are, rather than as 
they are. It’s a natural self-centeredness, but unhelpful. 
Newborn babies can’t interact with or even smile at their 
parents, and yet good parents love them and relate to them 
as they are, in both verbal and nonverbal ways. One of 
dementia’s disguised blessings is that it challenges us to 
be less self-centered, to love without the benefit of the 
“normal” feedback we’re used to.
We need to find ways to relate to elders with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia on their terms, not ours. Your loved one is 
both who they were and someone new. They might or 
might not have a mental connection to their immediate 
surroundings. They may have no recollection of the things 
you think are important to their identity: name, former 
profession, family relationships, beloved hobbies. But 
they know what they are experiencing and what they feel: 
scared, happy, angry, comforted, peaceful, interested, 
bored, hungry, pained, and more. This is their reality, and 
this is where you need to meet them.

LET GO
Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying, “Get over it.” I know 
it’s extremely painful to see someone lose so many of 
the skills and traits we’re used to. These things are how 
we and the rest of the world formed a picture of their 
identity—and we cling to it.

RECOMMENDED READING
I read this article/blog recently and felt it was well worth sharing.  - Michele Southerland

PLEASE DON’T SAY THAT YOUR GRANDMA WITH ALZHEIMER’S IS “GONE”



But when your loved one has dementia, you need to let 
go of that former picture as the only definitive picture of 
who they are. I’m not asking you to negate or deny that 
previous picture; I’m encouraging you to add to it with 
the person’s new, current, and valuable reality.
Your loved one is not gone. They are right there in front 
of you. It’s your job and my job to see and interact with 
who they are right now, to stop hoping or insisting that 
they remain who they were, “or at least try.” Who they are 
right now is not their fault. And they want and deserve to 
interact right now—to be themselves.
Grieve the receding of that previous identity (and that 
takes a while, for sure)—but not while you’re around 
them. With them, accept the change and embrace the new 
version of who they are, day by day. If that means letting 
them tell the same story or ask the same question every 
five minutes, so be it. If that means going along with who 
they think you are (their long-dead mother, or spouse, or 
nurse, or secretary), go with it.

HOW TO RELATE ON DEMENTIA’S TERMS
Before he got Alzheimer’s disease, my father-in-law was 
a brilliant orthopedic surgeon—incredibly smart and 
accomplished. It seemed that our entire town knew him 
and loved him. He would regale anyone with stories of 
growing up in Nebraska or hunting on the South Platte 
River; he was funny, happy, and on the go all the time.
With Alzheimer’s, he changed dramatically—and it was 
us, his family, who had to learn to accept who he was and 
to enjoy our time together on his terms. It took a while, 
but my husband learned to speak nonsense right along 
with his dad, and they’d both laugh uproariously. Dad 
would kiss my hands repeatedly, and instead of drawing 
away I’d thank him and tell him I loved him too. In the 
car, every few seconds he’d ask what direction we were 
headed, and we’d give an update (thank goodness for 

the dashboard compass). He’d snap his fingers to some 
imaginary beat, and we’d dance along.

These new ways of relating didn’t make him less of a 
wonderful man or demean his dignity; in fact, the opposite. 
They made our time with him joyous for both him and us. 
They helped us walk alongside him in his weird, wacky 
journey with more peace than if we’d continually wrung 
our hands over all that he had lost.
I have had countless interactions with elders living with 
dementia that were beautiful and meaningful—often 
without an exchange of words or recognition. Maybe they 
only share eye contact with me, or I sing over them while 
they lay with eyes closed, or they squeeze my hand, or we 
share tears as they lean on my shoulder.
Maybe it’s a “word salad” conversation, where I have no 
idea what’s being said. I work to pick up emotional cues, 
which helps me to reassure them, and the time often ends 
with a smile or hug or kiss. I often say, “I’m with you, 
your family knows you’re here, you’re safe here, we’ll 
stick together, no matter what.”

STILL HERE
There’s an aspect about the grim narrative of Alzheimer’s 
that I want to change. Yes, it’s an awful disease—but that 
is not the only truth in the Alzheimer’s world. There is so 
much beauty and blessing in it, too. And though memory 
loss steals so much, it does not steal your loved one’s total 
identity, and it does not make them less of a human being.
Don’t live in regret and the past; open your eyes and heart 
to see, live in, and respond to your loved one’s reality 
now. Memory loss brings an unexpected blessing: the gift 
of living entirely in the present moment. Embrace that 
gift for yourself, too.
Peace be with you, ELISA BOSLEY   
(https://spiritualeldercare.com)



SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Jim Gregerson ...................................................................9/1
Tom Klemp .......................................................................9/1
Jim Allen ...........................................................................9/3
Jane Miller ........................................................................9/7
Esther Allen .......................................................................9/7
Louise Adams ....................................................................9/8 
Judie Gates ........................................................................9/8
Lowell Coulson ...............................................................9/10
Bud Engstrom .................................................................9/11
Della Berg .......................................................................9/14
Patti French .....................................................................9/14
Jerry Savold ....................................................................9/28

Jim & Pat Curley ...............................................................9/2
Doug & Sherry Bennett ..................................................9/13

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Dr. Dick Gates 
Interim Pastor

Dr. Bud Engstrom 
Assisting Pastor

 16165 W. Mountain View Blvd. 
Surprise, AZ  85374

Worship Service Time: 
10:00 a.m.

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Contact Information: 
Phone: 623-975-9038 
Fax: 623-537-5565
Website Address:   

gcc-epc.com
E-mail Address: 

grace@gcc-epc.com

I can never say “Thank You” enough. You have been so 
kind and thoughtful to my family and me as we have gone 
through saying good-bye to Smokey. We know it will not 
be good-bye forever, however it has still been a time of 
emotion and challenge and you have 
supported us in so many ways. We 
are truly grateful for all that you 
have done to help us.  

Thank you –  
Patti French

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
All prayer requests should 

go to Pastors Dick Gates and 
Bud Engstrom or to Office 
Administrator Holly Dills

Pastor Gates:  
225.573.9149;  

rgates1943@gmail.com  

Pastor Engstrom:  
623.556.4223;  

patengstrom@cox.net

Holly:  
623.975.9038;  

grace@gcc-epc.com 

Beginning in October the  
church will offer free Notary  

Services for our congregation.


