
SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH OCTOBER 2019

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR CLIFF MANSLEY

Dear Grace Community Family and Friends,

What a joy and a delight it is to be with you in Surprise, 
Arizona!

And what a surprise it is that God has lead us to serve at 
Grace Community Church! 

When Jane and I prayed about the possibility of serving 
at GCC a year and a half ago, it seemed that God had 
definitely closed the door. Quite honestly, we were 
emotionally torn up when we made the dreadful phone 
call to tell the search team that we wouldn’t be coming 
for a visit. 

As my time as a transitional pastor in north Kansas City 
came to a close, however, we were pleasantly surprised 
that Grace was still in the hunt for a permanent pastor. 
After our visit in July it quickly became clear that God was 
indeed calling us to join you in ministry. What a blessing!

Jane and I have been so thrilled to get to know you 
these past few weeks. Your faithful, loving, joyful 
spirits have confirmed our call to Grace Community 
over and over again. God has truly blessed us with 
wonderful new friends!

When I think about the days ahead my heart is filled 
with gratitude for the extraordinary people with whom 
I will be privileged to serve - for members of the Grace 
Community who exhibit a strong passion for Christ 
and compassion for others, for elders who are wise and 
generous of heart, and for staff that is faithful, competent 
and full of enthusiasm. Truly, the beauty of Christ has 
been brilliantly displayed in so many of your lives!

And I am also grateful for the faithful service of 
Cooper McWhirter who diligently labored in the Grace 
vineyard for many years, and Bob Williams for his love 
and commitment to the people of Grace Community, 

and more recently, for Dick Gates whose efforts in the 
transition have been quite fruitful. 

How grateful I am for the One who makes all of this 
possible... our Lord Jesus Christ! After all, he is the 
One whose indwelling presence makes us strong  
and beautiful. 

This is why it is my priority to use St Paul’s prayer to 
the Ephesians when I say my daily prayer for you!

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
is named, that according to the riches of his glory 
he may grant you to be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. (Eph 3:14-21)

May I ask you to pray this prayer for me as well?  

Can you imagine what God will do when he answers  
our prayers??

Oh, what a marvelous blessing!

With Love in Christ,

Pastor Cliff



I want to thank the people who came to hear Dave 
Adamson’s presentation on Wednesday. I wish 
more could have heard his testimony. Probably no 
one from our congregation is ready to sign up for 
a long-term mission, but it is encouraging to know 
that there are many of our generation who are 
actively working in the field, here and in some very 
dangerous places of the world, to bring the Gospel 
to the unsaved. 

Ed & Nan McCullum
It’s hard to have favorites among the many 
Missionaries and Mission Outreaches we support 
because of all the wonderful work that they do.  
But I am more favorable toward those people with 
whom I have developed a personal relationship.  Ed 
and Nan McCallum are two people who are great 
friends of Grace Community Church. Perhaps 
you have had the opportunity to meet them at one 
of the times they have visited the church. I hope 
to get them back more often, perhaps for a short 
presentation.

Both work for I-10 or sometimes ITEN 
(International Theological Education Network).  
The mission of I-10 is to train the trainers; to equip 
local people with the knowledge to grow the many 
who are being brought to the Gospel. “We live in an 
age of theological famine. As the gospel continues 
to spread throughout the globe there is an ever-
increasing need to develop emerging leaders for the 
church. False teachers, syncretism, and persecution 
all threaten to destroy Kingdom work and ITEN 

is committed to stemming the tide. Through sites, 
projects and partnerships ITEN exists to equip 
and assist nationals in the process of creating and 
sustaining theological and leadership development 
centers among unreached people groups.” This 
is an area that has been of great concern to me.  
Evangelists and missionaries go into unchurched 
and pagan areas of the world and succeed in bringing 
the Gospel to these people. When they leave who 
is there to carry on? Who is there that is equipped 
to disciple and answer the hard questions? Who 
is there to be an encourager? I-10 wants to train 
leaders to grow in a mission, living for and in the 
glory of God. They are working around the world 
to set up campuses where people can come to learn 
scripture and learn how to advance the kingdom 
among their contemporaries. The hope is that these 
leaders will come away with a better knowledge 
of scripture and be able to answer the questions 
of new believers as well as quell the apostacy that 
creeps in. It is also hoped that they will be able to 
bring their friends and neighbors to saving grace 
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The main focus of I-10 is to go into and reach 
Muslims enclaves, but interestingly Ed has a heart 
for the Buddhists. Right now, Ed and Nan are on 
a trip to SE Asia to work with training centers 
being set up in that area. He will be working with 
Buddhists where he has had some success.  

The goal of I-10 is to have 25 training centers up 
and running by 2025. Ed is the Associate Director 
for Site and Program Development. This is an area 
he is well qualified for and one he really enjoys. As 
you might expect the McCallums travel a lot. Ed 
is an EPC Teaching Elder who previously worked 
in the General Office as the Assistant to the Stated 
Clerk. He lives with his wife Nan in Phoenix to 
be close to his children and grand children. He 
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and Nan attend Dessert Hills PC in Scottsdale; it’s 
closer for them. 

In addition to assisting Ed with his responsibilities, 
Nan is also the Child Safety Officer for World 
Outreach. She puts on seminars for World Outreach 
throughout the world. Nan has a MEd with an 
endorsement for English as a Second Language. In 
this capacity she has been an invaluable asset to 
her husband. With her expertise in Child Safety and 
teaching English as a second language she can get 
immediately involved with the local people with 
whom they work.

Operation Christmas Child
We have just ordered shoe boxes from Samaritan’s 
Purse for their annual Operation Christmas Child 
outreach that goes around the world. I hope you are 
looking forward to packing a shoe box or two or 
more for this year’s campaign. Last year the church 
packed and delivered a total of 51 shoe boxes. I 
hope we can do even better this year. I would like 
to see the number grow to 75 shoe boxes. The 
collection dates this year are November 18th – 25th. 

As we get closer to those dates there will be more 
information available. Start thinking about how and 
to what degree you can get involved. In addition 
to packing shoe boxes there are many volunteer 
opportunities available in the Surprise and the Sun 
City West Area. Check out their website at www.
samaritanspurse.org/occ .

Scott & Dalia Coulson
I am not too good at texting, but I have been getting 
text messages from Scott and Dalia Coulson in 
Minneapolis. Though I get their messages a day 
or so late, and don’t usually respond, I am very 
encouraged by what they write. I recently received 
a number of texts from their last festival outing.  
They are out witnessing 
with their teams and 
distributing food during 
these festivals. Most of 
the food they distribute 
is donated. Because 
they are one of only a 
very few places where 
people coming to these festivals can get food and 
water, they get to minister to lots of people. They 
see many of the same people that they have met at 
previous festivals or encounters. They are excited 
to share with so many people and are seeing the 
results of their ministry. Continue to pray for them, 
especially Scott, who has had to deal with some 
health issues this past year. It is wise to remember 
that if you are not making waves for the Kingdom, 
Satan will leave you alone.



BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO OUR  
FREE MOVIE MATINÉE  

COMPLETE WITH REFRESHMENTS.

Based on the incredible true story of the Beam 
family. When Christy discovers her 10-year-old 
daughter Anna has a rare, incurable disease, she 
becomes a ferocious advocate for her daughters 
healing as she searches for a solution. After 
Anna has a freak accident and falls three stories, 
a miracle unfolds in the wake of her dramatic 
rescue that leaves medical specialists mystified, 
her family restored and their community inspired.

3:00 PM • THURSDAY
OCTOBER 10TH

AT GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH

A 7-week Bible Study on the book of 
Job, written by Chonda Pierce and Dale 
McClesky, drawing on Chonda’s life and 

her true story video by the same title.

Led by:  Michele Southerland
Cost:  $10.00

SIGN-UP IN THE CHURCH  
RESOURCE CENTER!

OCTOBER 7 - 
NOVEMBER 18

Monday Mornings, 9:30-11:00  
in the Fellowship Hall

NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE 
STUDY SESSION



POTENTIAL “JOBS” TO HELP  
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH

The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: 
every part dependent on every other part… You are Christ’s body - that’s who you are!  

You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part  
of that body does your “part” mean anything.

I Corinthians 112:25, 27

Often people ask if there are little “jobs” to do around Grace Community Church. There are! Below is a list 
for you to consider. Let Holly in our office know (623.975.9038 or grace@gcc-epc.com) or contact Jan Evans.

●  Checking the “attendance” books to see if 
pencils need sharpened, pens replaced, new pads 
inserted, etc.

●  Checking the “First Aid” cabinet in the kitchen 
to be sure the supplies haven’t expired, been 
depleted, etc.

●  Explore restarting a group like “New 
Beginnings” for our single members and friends

● Help in the Sound Booth - training given
●  Helping Holly with some little clerical 

projects. (She would call you when there were 
projects that required assistance.)

● Helping on a Property Committee
● Learn how to set up the monthly communion
● Missions Committee
 1.  From home you can stay in touch and pray  

for one of our missionaries or local missions
 2.  Oversee Operation Christmas Child -  

Shoebox Ministry

● Organizing a special event - i.e. “Game Night”
●  Organizing help or being part of a committee for 

decorating for the Advent/Christmas season
●  Oversee (or be part of a committee for) the 

annual Christmas Card Exchange

●  Oversee (or be part of a committee for) small 
group fellowship activities like “Dinner for 
Six” or small group luncheon get togethers.

●  Oversee making Prayer Blankets - organize  
a committee, if needed

●  Update/Organize the GCC history 
information - photos & other information  
in Michele’s office

●  Ushers & Greeters - by the month or by a 
group of months

 January - May = Jerry & Nancy Savold
 Help is still needed for June, July, August,   
 September, October, November, December

$30,000

$25,000

$20,000

$15,000

$10,000

$5,000

$0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

income expensesHOW 
ARE  
WE 
DOING 
SO FAR?



I am excited to get some music ministries 
going again now that many of our members are 
returning. And doubly excited to begin working 
with Pastor Cliff in planning worship services 
that continue to focus our hearts, minds and 
spirits on our Triune and Living God.

CHOIR begins rehearsals on Thursday, October 
10th at 9:00 in the Choir Room. I have several 
weeks of anthems already selected that will 
bring a bit of the 2000’s into our worship service 
with music written by the Getty’s and from 
Grace Music.

I am also reorganizing the BELL CHOIR into a 
new format that allows ringers to sit while ringing. 
Initially, this will be a short-term commitment 
to learn a few songs/carols for December. Only 

the lighter weight 
bells and chimes 
will be used.  
Rehearsals will 
begin Tuesday, 
October 15th, at 
11:00 AM.   

The UKULELE JAMS will continue on specific 
Thursdays in October and November. Their dates 

are October 10 and 
17, and November 
7 and 21, at 1:00 in 
the Choir Room. 
Can’t play, come 
and learn, or just 
come and sing 
with us.

Besides the music groups, I am looking forward 
to continuing to facilitate the LADIES BIBLE 
STUDY GROUP. Our study of Matthew took 
13 of us through the entire book from April-
September. It was a wonderful blessing to 
continue meeting during the summer.  Beginning 
Monday, October 7th , we will study the book 
of Job, with video enrichment by Christian 
Comedian, Chonda Pierce. Group will meet for 
7 weeks on Monday’s from 9:30-11:00 in the 
Fellowship Room.  Nearly 20 ladies are already 
signed up for this study.  

Please Hold The Date Sunday, November 17 
for our ANNUAL HOMECOMING EVENT. 
More on this later.

Blessings, 
Michele Southerland

FALL
AND REV. CLIFF, JANE AND ABBEY MANSLEY!



16165 West Mountain View Blvd., Surprise, Arizona  85374
Phone: 623-975-9038  •  Fax: 623-537-5565  •  gcc-epc.com
grace@gcc-epc.com

OCTOBER 2019
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM
Installation  

Service for the 
Reverend Cliff 

Mansley
Food Pantry  

Donations for  
St. Vincent  

de Paul

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM
Communion

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM

Worship  
Service  

10:00 AM

Men’s  
Breakfast at  

Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM
Women’s  

Bible Study 
9:30 AM

Men’s  
Bible Study 

8:00 AM
Women’s  

Bible Study 
9:30 AM

Men’s  
Bible Study 

8:00 AM
Women’s  

Bible Study 
9:30 AM

Men’s  
Bible Study 

8:00 AM
Women’s  

Bible Study 
9:30 AM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM
Finance  

Committee 
10:00 AM

Prayer Gathering 
8:45 AM

Bell Choir Rehersal 
11:00 AM

Missions Meeting  
1:00 PM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM

Bell Choir  
Rehersal 
11:00 AM

Prayer  
Gathering 
8:45 AM

Bell Choir  
Rehersal 
11:00 AM

Dave Adamson 
EPC Missionary 

Presentation  
& Lunch 
11:00 AM

Session  
Meeting 

10:00 AM

Presbytery of  the 
West Meeting at  
Desert Hills EPC

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM

Movie Matinée 
Miracles From 

Heaven 
3:00 PM

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
Meeting  

11:00 AM

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Halloween

Presbytery of  the 
West Meeting at  
Desert Hills EPC



OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Barb Thompson ...............................................................10/1
Kim DeFevre ...................................................................10/4
Betti Pflepsen ..................................................................10/6
Paul Battiste ....................................................................10/7
Jan Hardy ........................................................................10/7
Elaine Delfosse ...............................................................10/8
Dona Kane ......................................................................10/8
Bob Meisner ..................................................................10/14
Nancy Savold ................................................................10/15
Ron Garthe ....................................................................10/19
Marie Wright .................................................................10/25
Eural Southerland ..........................................................10/26

Renell & Tom Klemp ......................................................10/3
Richard & Suzanne Urwiller ...........................................10/5
Jim & Elaine Gregerson ..................................................10/8
Rick & Pat Sontheimer ...................................................10/9

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Rev. Cliff Mansley 
Pastor

Pastor Bud Engstrom 
Assisting Pastor

 16165 W. Mountain View Blvd. 
Surprise, AZ  85374

Worship Service Time: 
10:00 a.m.

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Contact Information: 
Phone: 623-975-9038 
Fax: 623-537-5565

Website Address:   
gcc-epc.com

E-mail Address: 
grace@gcc-epc.com

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
All prayer requests should go 
to Pastors Cliff Mansley and 
Bud Engstrom or to Office 
Administrator Holly Dills

Pastor Mansley:  
417.396.6175;  

pastorcliff@gcc-epc.com  

Pastor Engstrom:  
623.556.4223;  

patengstrom@cox.net

Holly:  
623.975.9038;  

grace@gcc-epc.com 

NEED BOXES?
Pastor Cliff has over two dozen 
boxes left over from his move 
that he no longer needs. They are all 
Bankers Boxes (16" x 12" x 12") and 
have only been used for his move to 
Arizona. These boxes would be great 
for someone else who is moving or even just 
for storing books or other items. Please let Holly in the office know if 
you would be interested in having some (or all) of these boxes. 


