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Scams involving 
your Social Security 
number and benefits 
are on the rise!

Here are the facts:
 § Government employees will not threaten to 

take away benefits or ask for money or personal 
information to protect your Social Security card  
or benefits. 

 § Scammers can fake your caller ID. So don’t be 
fooled if the call seems to be from the SSA’s 
real phone number (800) 772-1213 or the SSA 
Inspector General’s Fraud Hotline number.

 § If a caller asks for your Social Security number, 
bank account number or credit card information, 
hang up.

Report suspected scams to the SSA Inspector 
General at (800) 269-0271 or oig.ssa.gov/report. 
Visit IdentityTheft.gov/SSA for more tips.

Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau In collaboration with:

SOCIAL SECURITY

Government

Missed calls (7)
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On Sunday, July 21, as Betti was leading us in worship, she 
shared the following about Paul that deserves repeating 
here in this summer issue of our Grace newsletter so that 
our friends that were absent or are away can read and 
consider them as they worship in their summer churches.  

“The apostle Paul, his footprints as it were, are 
all over the New Testament, as are the disciples 
and others. After Christ left this earth, so much 
information had to be spread far and wide and so 
many people reached with the good news.  And men 
of God were willing to do the work assigned to them 
by God, what Paul calls, ‘running the race that is set 
before us.’ And today, we Christians reap the benefits 
of God’s word reaching the world in print, in art, in 
spoken conversation, in preaching, in music. Writers 
of song and Christian lyrics have down through the 
ages expressed their own stories of faith and hope 
and God’s saving grace in their lives.”

Songwriters like Fanny Crosby, John Newton, Isaac 
Watts, Bill and Gloria Gaither, Reginald Heber, Jack 
Hayford, and Charles Wesley fill our hymnbook and our 
worship with their words and melodies in praise of the 
Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Today, new 
songwriters like Keith and Kristyn Getty, Chris Tomlin, 
Louie Giglio, Stuart Townend, Michael W Smith, Darlene 
Zschech and Joel Houston are filling Top 100 lists of 
worship songs in today’s churches.  

One songwriter in particular is Matt Redman. Here is 
the story of his song “The Heart of Worship” taken and 
edited from www.crosswalk.com. Listen here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD4tB1o6YLw

The song dates back to the late 1990s, born from 
a period of apathy within Matt’s home church in 
England. Despite the country’s overall contribution 
to the worship revival, Redman’s congregation was 
struggling to find meaning in its musical outpouring 
at the time.

“There was a dynamic 
missing, so the pastor 
did a pretty brave 
thing,” he recalls. “He 
decided to get rid of the 
sound system and band 
for a season, and we 
gathered together with 

just our voices. His point was that we’d lost our 
way in worship, and the way to get back to the heart 
would be to strip everything away.” Reminding 
his church family to be producers in worship, not 
just consumers, the pastor, Mike Pilavachi, asked, 
“When you come through the doors on a Sunday, 
what are you bringing as your offering to God?”

Matt says the question initially led to some 
embarrassing silence, but eventually people 
broke into a cappella songs and heartfelt prayers, 
encountering God in a fresh way.

“Before long, we reintroduced the musicians and 
sound system, as we’d gained a new perspective 
that worship is all about Jesus, and He commands 
a response in the depths of our souls no matter 
what the circumstance and setting. ‘The Heart of 
Worship’ simply describes what occurred.”

When the music fades, all is stripped away, and 
I simply come / Longing just to bring something 
that’s of worth that will bless your heart… / I’m 
coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all 
about You, Jesus

Redman remembers writing the song quickly in his 
bedroom soon after the church’s journey together, 
with no grand intentions, by any means, for it to 
become an international anthem. He viewed the 
words simply as his personal, subjective response 
to what he was learning about worship.

Amazed by how God has since taken the song 
around the world for His purposes, the songwriter 
smiles in regard to his own lack of foresight. “It 
nearly didn’t go any further than my bedroom. But 
I love that…”

As we are moving into our next exciting chapter here 
at Grace Community Church, with the calling of our 
next pastor, Rev. Cliff Mansley, I am looking forward to 
seeing how God brings renewal and regeneration through 
worship and His word not only to the church but to each 
of us individually.

As a final activity of the Pastor Search Committee, I 
will be attending the Presbytery meeting in Scottsdale 
on October 3rd and 4th. Choir will begin rehearsals on 
Thursday, October 10th at 9:00 AM.  

Blessings, Michele Southerland






